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Dec. 1900. Mr. Henkel, Watch for the Leonids, 1900. 93 


Watch for the Leonids 1900, at Markree Observatory. 

By F. W. Henkel, B.A. 

Arrangements were made for watches during the nights of 
November 14, 15, and 16, though in view of the usually un¬ 
favourable atmospheric conditions at this time of the year, and 
the probability of our missing an encounter with a rich part of 
the stream (alluded to by Mr. Denning in Nature for Novem¬ 
ber 8), there arose a feeling of uncertainty as to the result. 

On the first night (14-15) rain and unusually high wind 
continued almost the whole time, so that the sky was completely 
overcast. 

The second night (15-16) was at first somewhat clearer, but 
rain fell about midnight, and the sky was almost completely 
hidden by clouds during the remainder of the night. No Leonids 
were seen during the time the watching continued (up to 1 a.m.). 

November 16 was a fine day on the whole, and towards 
midnight the sky became very clear, so that hopes were enter¬ 
tained that something might be seen at last if anything was to 
be seen at all of the meteors. The sky was watched till about 
1 A.M. on the morning of the 1 7th, when it became overcast in 
the east, and again at 4 a.m. on the same morning, at which time, 
however, there were a good many clouds. 

Two meteors were seen about 0*30 a.m. (D.M.T.) on the early 
morning of the 17 th, one, fairly bright, with path ending near 
t) Geminoruw t, the other, fainter, near Regidus. At 4 a.m. no 
meteors could be seen, though a careful watch was made for some 
time. 
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